
Henry Art Gallery UW Student Guide Internship ART 496B

Consider the exciting opportunity of participating in the Henry's Exhibition Guide Program. 
The Henry is looking for University of Washington Students to help us continue to bring art and people together 
by introducing and deepening the experience of its exhibitions for tour groups of all ages. Be part of one of the 
most important and far-reaching functions of the Henry.

This training and internship program is a three quarter commitment beginning autumn 2011 - spring 2012. 
This internship program is an excellent resource for students considering a museum profession. Application 
deadline is June 2 by noon. Please submit completed applications via e-mail or in printed form to Judi Clark in 
Art 104. In-person interviews will take place on June 8 and June 9 at the Henry Art Gallery. This is a competitive 
program, only 10-12 students will be admitted. 

What type of qualifications is the Henry looking for in UW Student candidates? 
• An ability to and, or willingness to learn how to speak articulately and teach creatively. 
• Flexibility. Although the curatorial focus at the Henry is on modern and contemporary art, exhibitions 

range from historical shows that include work from the 19th century to retrospectives of the modern 
period. Special exhibitions change every four to five months, and the collections are hung periodically. 
Tours are needed for both the collections and the special exhibitions. 

• Dependability. Guides are expected to arrive a little early for their tour, and not to cancel unless there 
is an emergency. 

• Ability to commit to the program. Students are expected to make a one-year commitment which 
combines training and subsequent work as a guide. 

• Previous art background or a willingness to develop one. Although past coursework in art or art 
history or docent training is not required to start the program, it is strongly recommended that 
students continue research on their own to complement their training at the Henry. Students are also 
encouraged to extend their training by continuously visiting other museums and galleries in the region. 

What will you gain from this experience?
• On the job training in art, art history, and public speaking. 
• Private orientations with artists and curators.
• Leadership and teaching skills in leading your own tours and small workshops. 
• A resume building opportunity and real world experience. 

Quarter Breakdown
Fall 2011: Mandatory attendance is required for the class/training which will begin on Thursday 
September 29th. The course will be held every Thursday from 12-2pm until December 8th. During this 
time you will learn about modern and contemporary art, exciting and effective touring techniques, and 
receive a full introduction to the Henry's collections and special exhibitions. The course is taught by 
Henry education staff, Henry curators and guest speakers. 
Available for 2 credits.

Winter and Spring 2012: Demand for guided tours fluctuate however student guides will be 
expected to lead tours when needed. Mandatory attendance for ongoing training is expected and are 
typically scheduled once a month on a Saturday from 9:30-12:30pm. Additional projects and duties to 
support the efforts in the Henry's education department will be assigned.  Schedules will vary but a 
minimum commitment of 3 hours per week will be required.  
Available for 1 credit Winter and Spring Quarter.

Questions? Contact Maria Reyna, Visitor Services and Tour Coordinator at mariar@henryart.org or call 206.221.4980. 
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