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LARCH 300 introduction to landscape architecture

INSTRUCTOR:  Iain Robertson, Associate Professor
           TERM:  June 21-August 20 (Full Term)
          WHEN:  MWF | 1:10-5:00pm
        WHERE:  Community Design BLDG
      CREDITS:  6

Introduction to Landscape Architecture is a journey of discovery into the fi eld 
of landscape architecture.  Landscape Architects design the physical and social environ-
ment affecting how it looks, functions, and feels.  It is a growing, dynamic, and diverse 
profession that is much needed in our world as development and population pressures 
impact quality of life and the ability of ecosystems to remain self-sustaining.  Landscape 
Architects work at a variety scales...from small scale residential sites, to neighborhoods, 
cities and large-scale regional or national areas...in many different content areas...art, 
ecological, social or built environments...and in many different roles...public sector, pri-
vate sector, and non-profi t organizations.  This introductory course offers an overview of 
the profession as it highlights a broad range of issues addressed by the work of landscape 
architects.  This is a prerequisite course for students applying to the BLA program.

Iain Robertson is Associate Professor and former Chair of the Department of Land-
scape Architecture as well as Adjunct Associate Professor in the College of Forest Resourc-
es, Division of Environmental Horticulture + Urban Forestry.  Professor Robertson received 
his Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Edinburgh and Master of Landscape Ar-
chitecture from the University of Pennsylvania.  Additionally, he is a registered landscape 
architect and serves on the ASLA Roster of Visiting Evaluators.  Professor Robertson’s re-
search focuses on plants as a medium for design.  Interpreting this in the broadest terms,  
his interests include the unique spatial and temporal experiences that plants contribute 
to design.  Professor Robertson has participated in the planning and design of arboreta 
in several western states and the design of specifi c plant collections in several public 
gardens.  Currently, he is developing a design for the Washington Park Arboretum’s Ilex 
(Holly) Collection.  Professor Robertson’s research also includes creativity instruction and 
methods in studio-based design education.  

LARCH reading the elwah: exploring social, 
cultural, and biophysical transitions 
in the elwah watershed

INSTRUCTOR:  Ken Yocom, Assistant Professor
           TERM:  July 22-August 20 (B Term)
          WHEN:  August 2-August 6 
        WHERE:  Olympic Peninsula (Field Course)
      CREDITS:  4

Information Meeting:  May 4th | Noon | Gould Hall
Located on the Olympic Peninsula, the Elwah River and the watershed through which it 
drains is steeped in the social and cultural histories of local Native American tribes and 
Euro-American settlement and development within the region.  Once supporting one of 
the most productive runs of salmon on the Olympic Peninsula, two dams were constructed 
on the Elwah River in the early 20th century.  Both dams are slated for removal in 2010.  
This course, Reading the Elwah, will examine social and cultural transitions that 
have occurred within the biophysical context of the watershed over the past 150 years.  
Students enrolled in this fi eld-based course will travel to the Olympic Peninsula and spend 
fi ve days tracing the river course of the Elwah by reading and recording their observations.  
Students will be camping at designated sites and are asked to bring their own provisions.  
Transportation will be provided. Two brief planning meetings are scheduled for July 26th 
and 30th.          

Dr. Ken Yocom joined the department faculty in 2008 and teaches courses in theory 
and design. Ken received a Bachelor of Science in Vertebrate Zoology from Eastern Wash-
ington University, a Master of Landscape Architecture from the University of Washington, 
and a PhD from the Program in the Built Environment from the University of Washington. 
Trained as an ecologist and landscape architect with professional experience in the con-
struction industry, Ken brings a diverse collection of experiences and perspectives to the 
Department of Landscape Architecture.  Ken’s professional and academic interests focus 
on the dynamics of landscape processes and patterns. In particular, Ken is interested in 
the relationships between natural and socio-economic processes that have created and 
support the patterns of our urban environments. He views the allied design professions 
as catalysts for appreciating, understanding, and designing environments in which we live 
from a sustainable development perspective.
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LARCH examining sustainable beauty

INSTRUCTOR:  Karen Janosky and Julie Parrett, Visiting Lecturers 
           TERM:  June 21-July 21 (A Term)
          WHEN:  TTH | 5:20-7:20pm
        WHERE:  100 Gould Hall | 312 Gould Hall
      CREDITS:  2

Sustainability has become an important aspect of contemporary discourse and action, as 
human consciousness expands about our impact on the environment. While it has cata-
lyzed the profession of landscape architecture, in some cases the quest for sustainability 
has usurped historic design goals, such as creating an aesthetic experience. This course 
will examine ways in which sustainability and the aesthetic can reinforce each other to 
promote a ‘Sustainable Beauty,’ such as that proposed in Elizabeth Meyer’s 2008 composi-
tion, Sustaining Beauty. The Performance of Appearance: A Manifesto in Three Parts. In 
addition to readings in art and design to form a theoretical basis for defi ning beauty and 
sustainability, topics will include the role of design metrics, the sustainable design process, 
the ability of landscape experiences to provoke action, and the role of expression in func-
tion. Through discussion and a 2-week studio exercise, students will develop their own ap-
proach toward the role of beauty, perception and performance in landscape architecture.

Karen Janosky is a registered landscape architect with almost 20 years of experience 
focusing on large, multi-disciplinary museum, civic parks and master plans.  Her inqui-
ries are conducted in both professional and academic realms, through her practice with 
Mithun, Jones & Jones, Charles Anderson Landscape Architecture and Olin Partnership, 
and teaching at Penn’s School of Design and the University of Washington. Throughout 
her work Karen has explored the ability of landform to express and mediate relationships 
between art, architecture, place, culture, and landscape processes.  Karen’s work has re-
ceived both national and international design awards.  She received her MLA from Harvard 
University and Bachelor of Arts in Architecture from Wellesley College.

Julie Parrett is a registered landscape architect with over 15 years of experience fo-
cusing on visionary large-scale public sites and urban planning projects as well as intimate 
neighborhood parks.  She has explored landscape architecture as a practice that incorpo-
rates innovative landscape and ecological strategies to design dynamic landscapes while 
working with the People’s Waterfront Coalition, Charles Anderson Landscape Architecture, 
James Corner / Field Operations and Andropogon Associates and teaching at Penn’s School 
of Design and the University of Washington.  Julie’s work has received numerous design 
awards.  Julie received her MLA from the University of Pennsylvania and Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Architecture from the University of Virginia.

LARCH drawing upon the intangible

INSTRUCTOR:  Michelle Arab, Visiting Lecturer
           TERM:  June 21-July 21 (A Term)
          WHEN:  TTH | 1:10-5:00pm
        WHERE:  312 Gould Hall
      CREDITS:  4

Many of us are drawn to landscape architecture because of its ephemeral qualities but 
how to represent those qualities graphically can be a challenge.  Through hand-drawing, 
collage, and mixed media, students will explore how to depict the poetry of landscape 
with a series of mapping exercises looking at archetypal urban spaces in Seattle.  Rather 
than focusing on spatial elements or data-driven information, the maps (or drawings) will 
capture the intangible qualities of a site such as its sounds, temperature, moisture and 
light that can change over the course of a day as well as through the seasons.  Though 
still charged with the need to be informative and created with rigor, these drawings will 
visualize qualities such as the sound of rain on different kinds of surfaces, the blurring of 
edges in twilight and the smell of the sea in the city. 

Michelle Arab is both a registered landscape architect and artist who seeks to create 
site-specifi c work that explores phenomenological experiences such as movement, light 
and sound which can help reveal latent stories of a place. As a landscape architect, she 
has worked on a number of projects ranging from institutional and civic landscapes and 
plazas to neighborhood parks and residences. Prior to founding Michelle Arab Studio, Mi-
chelle was a principal at Charles Anderson Landscape Architecture and worked on projects 
including the Anchorage Museum Expansion in Anchorage, AK; Whatcom Museum in Bell-
ingham, WA; and the Olympic Sculpture Park in Seattle, WA.  As an artist, Michelle has 
created a number of temporary installations around the Seattle area.  She holds a dual 
MArch and MLA from the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia and a Bachelor of Art 
History and Visual Arts from Barnard College in New York City. 

Cover image by Michelle Arab
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LARCH 507
INSTRUCTOR:  Laura Haddad and Tom Drugan, Visiting Lecturers
           TERM:  July 22-August 20 (B Term)
          WHEN:  MWF | 1:10-4:30pm
        WHERE:  100 Gould Hall | 312 Gould Hall
      CREDITS:  5

Information Meeting:  April 16th | Noon | Gould Hall
This studio will explore the creation of a net zero energy “roadside attraction” that acts as 
a laboratory of innovation within environmental, economic, social, and aesthetic realms.  
Studio projects will span the disciplines of landscape architecture, architecture, public art, 
and industrial and graphic design to create artistic lenses through which the public can 
perceive an inverted and critical paradigm of roadway development fueled by renewable 
energy such as solar, wind, and food.  Students will mine historic precedents of road-
side attractions, layering onto them creative displays of the production and consumption 
of alternative energy.  Concepts will be developed through site analysis and the design 
of curios, postcards, billboards, and travel brochures describing the roadside attraction.  
Students will also generate diagrams that demonstrate how energy will be harnessed and 
focused on the site, and where program elements will be located on the property in rela-
tion to contextual features such as the road.  They will then develop, through drawings 
and models, the design of an iconic roadside element that crystallizes the site’s unique 
alchemical conversion of energy from renewable resource to consumptive form.  

Laura Haddad and Tom Drugan are artists in the partnership of Haddad|Drugan, 
an interdisciplinary studio specializing in integrated environmental art.  Both Laura and 
Tom are registered landscape architects, and Tom additionally is a licensed architect.  
Laura holds a MLA from the University of California, Berkeley and a BA in History from 
Bowdoin College.  Laura is interested in hybrid landscapes that perform aesthetically, 
functionally, and ecologically. With a focus on integrating site-specifi c art into urban infra-
structure, Laura’s work derives conceptual meaning from the phenomena, utility, history 
and context of a site.  Laura’s recent projects include Emerald City, an entry portal for the 
roadway into Seattle-Tacoma International Airport that conjures an “ecotopia”. Tom holds 
a MLA from Harvard University and Bachelor in Architecture with a minor in Film Studies 
from the University of Colorado.  His work explores the interrelationships of concept and 
context, activating the natural and cultural systems of a place to evoke unique aesthetic 
experiences through art.  His recent projects include Water Mark, a 10-acre artwork that 
channels and dramatizes fl ood events in Scottsdale, Arizona’s Indian Bend Wash and Ya-
kima Illuminations, an illuminated portal for a BNSF underpass in Yakima, Washington.

design innovation studio:  roadside 
attraction as environmental agitprop LARCH 495 comparative urban planning, design 

and related urban issues:  Mexico and 
the United States

INSTRUCTOR:  Fritz Wagner and Regent Cabana, Department of Urban Design and Planning          
           TERM:  June 21-July 21 (A Term)
          WHEN:  June 9-17
        WHERE:  Mexico (Field Course)

Professor Fritz Wagner and Dr. Regent Cabana will co-lead this study abroad course visit-
ing three Mexican cities:  Puebla, Mexico City and Guanajuato.  Students will meet for-
eign professors, government offi cials and urban experts through lectures and tours.  The 
course will examine similarities and differences between U.S. and Mexican cities and look 
closely at current urban issues confronting communities in Mexico.  Students will study the 
urban design and growth of cities; environmental problems; political institutions as well as 
the historical, social and cultural factors unique to Mexico.  This course is open to junior 
and senior undergraduates as well as graduate students.  It is cross-listed as URDP 600B 
by the Department of Urban Design and Planning.  Interested students should contact Dr. 
Wagner for more information regarding travel arrangements and trip expenses.

Dr. Fritz Wagner is Research Professor in the Department of Urban Design and Plan-
ning as well as Adjunct Research Professor and former Chair of the Department of Land-
scape Architecture.  Dr. Wagner also serves as the Managing Director of the NW Center 
for Livable Communities which recognizes in its mission the fundamental interconnections 
among quality of life, ecology, long-term economic vitality and affordable housing, social 
vibrancy, diverse transportation options, and a coherent, integrated built environment.  
Dr. Wagner’s research investigates health-related issues and policy corresponding to ur-
ban form and city planning within dense urban regions domestically and abroad.
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Registration begins APRIL 19
Full Term:  June 21-August 20
A Term:     June 21-July 21
B Term:     July 22-August 20   

Summer courses are open to 
current UW students seeking 
credit-earning classes as well 
as non-matriculated individu-
als interested in classes for 
personal enrichment. For in-
formation regarding course 
registration procedures, tuition 
and fees, please access the       
SUMMER QUARTER website at: 
www.summer.washington.edu

If you have questions regard-
ing specific landscape architec-
ture courses or faculty, please 
contact Kelley Pagano at:
kpagano@uw.edu

University of Washington
Dept. of Landscape Architecture
348 Gould Hall, Box 355734
Seattle, WA  98195
206-543-9240 

http://larch.be.washington.edu


